
Bear Lake Township
Summer 2026

Bear Lake Township
Offcials

OFFICE: 231-258-4871

SUPERVISOR
George "Bud" Banker Opt. 3
Cell: 231-624-1019
Email: bltsupervlsor@gmail.com
Hours: Monday9 to 11 am

TOWNSHIP CLERK
Dawn Dannenberg Opt. 1

Email:

bltclerkddannenberg@yahoo.com
Hours: Wednesday 9 am to Noon

TOWNSHIP TREASURER
Beth Redmond Opt. 2
Email: treasurerblt@yahoo.com
Hours: July thru February

Wed. & Thurs. 9 am to 1 pm
2nd Sat. of month by appt only

March thru June: Wed 9am to lpm
TOWNSHIP TRUSTEES

Robert "Bob" Dixon

Cell: 989-710-0093
James "Jim" Knight

Cell: 989-513-0138
WNSHIPASSESSOR
Sally Murray
231-499-7682
sallyannmurray8120@gmall.com
810 Cottageview Dr., Suite 301
Traverse City, MI 49684

TOWNSHIPBOARD MEETINGS
Meetings are held at the Bear

Lake Township Community
Center the second Tuesday of
each month.

All meetings begin at

4:00 pm
All other meetings or changes
in the regular meeting will be
posted on our website
(bearlaketownship.org) and on
the Township Bulletin Board.

PLEASE TRYTOATTEND!

198 E. Bear Lake Rd. NE - Kalkaska, MI 49646

Clean-Up Day—
SATURDAY—JUNE 13TH

8 am to Noon

Bear Lake Township CLEAN-UP DAY is located at the Blue Bear Trail Head. M-72 and SunsetTrail.

PROOF OF RESIDENCY REQUIRED:THIS NEWLEITER , LAST PROPERTYTAX BILL.
PROOF OF PROPERTYOWNERSHIP or UTILITYBILL etc.

First load is free, each additional load will be $15.00
(a load is considered to be one (1) pickup truck, utility trailer or equivalent)

ACCEPTABLE ITEMS: Limit of two (2) majorappliances, refrigerators and freezers must be tagged

"FREON FREE" - furniture—chairs—couches—mattresses—carpeting (cut to 6' length and tied)
- scrap metal.

UNACCEPTABLE ITEMS:

Household garbage—Tires—Batteries—Hazardous chemicals—Paint—Oil—Explosives—Yardwaste—
Brush—Asphalt—BrokenConcrete—Glass—Burn Barrels filled with trash—HotTubs and

- Building Materials. NO LOOSE MATERIALS. Justa reminder. Workers areVolunteers, so help witl
whatever uare able tomakethin move uick . Thank u! This isacourtes to the ro e

owners and to help maintain ourwoods from debris, your cooperation is appreciated.

RECYCLE ATTHE TOWNSHIP—3 recycle bins at the Community Center for Homeowners use.

REMINDER: Do not discard your household garbage in the recycle bins, the bins are for recyclables,

Do not leave boxes or other items on the ground if bins are full. We will lose our recycle bins if this con-

tinues. Someone has to clean that up! Please observe the signs on what can and cannot be placed in

the recycle bins. Thank You for your cooperation! These bins help keep our township free of litter.

HouseholdHazardous Waste Collection
Saturday—AUGUST 1—9 am to 1 pm

Kalkaska Middle School
Enter from W. Kalkaska Rd. to circle drive

The event is made possible by the Districts
millage and limited to Kalkaska County Residents
only. Proof of residency is required via driver's li-

cense, water bill, tax bill, etc. Appointments are
highly recommended,we are limited to the space
availableby the vendor. Call the Conservation Dis-

trict office with questions. 231-258-3307

SEPTEMBER 6-11

CHICKEN BBQ
SAVETHE DATE for the annual Bear Lake

Township Firefighters Assn. Chicken BBQ.

Help support our Fire Dept. by attending.

Good food, fun things for the kids, raffles,
and Chicken dinner with all the fixins. (Take

-outs available).

As always Volunteers are needed and also

desserts for the meal. If interested please

contact::

Sharon Pincumbe (231-499-7043)
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From the Clerk

Bear Lake Township

I've hired a new Deputy, Stew Petko. He has been busy with
election classes and learning the Clerk's day to day work.

Election Reminder:
Primary Election is August 4th, 7am to 8pm
Early Voting is July 25th thruAugust 2nd, 7am to 3pm
General Election is November 3rd, 7am to 8pm
Early Voting is October 24th thru November 1st, 7am to 3pm
Please note: AV Ballots or any election mail will NOT be forwarded
by the post office.
Please contact my office or email me at

bltclerkddannenberg@yahoo.com, if you are going away with an
alternate address to send them out to you, so you can vote.
I am always in need of election workers, please contact me if you
are interested.

SENIOR LUNCH AT THE
BEAR IAKE TWP. COMMUNITY CENTER

Tuesday and Thursday meals are served from 12:00-12:30 pm, but
you are welcome to come in early to visit and enjoy a meal with

your neighbors. All meals include a vegetable, milk, fruit and
bread. Meals are a suggested $4 for seniors age 60+, guests

younger than 60 are welcome. All meal sites offer CARRY-OUTS
(does not include the salad bar or soup. ) Meal site coordinator is

Iola @ 941-270-1549, please call to let her know your menu order

and what days you will attendbetween 8:30 to 9:00 am, or for

information on meals.

FUN ACTIVITIES:
Don't forget to check out Pickleball play and Yoga Classes at the
township hall!

News from Assessor
The assessor routinely performs site inspections of all

properties in the township. All site inspections are EXTERIOR only.

If nobody is available, a business card will be left in the door. The

assessor will be outfitted in high visibility gear with the words

"TWP STAFF".

sally Murray, MAOO
810 cottage Drive, Suite 301

Traverse City, MI 49684

SallyAnnMurray8120@gmail.com 231-499-7682

Bear Lake Township

BEAR LAKE TOWNSHIP FIRE DEPARTMENT

In 2025 our firefighters responded to 138 calls for emergency service. Our

firefighters had a safe year with no reportable injuries. Your firefighters are

very dedicated to the department and the job they do protecting &serving the

residents and visitors of our township. I would like to thank each and every

one of them for their commitment, service &dedication to all of us!

This time last year, we were waiting for the arrival of our new 2023 Dodge

Ram truck that is now in service and is used to fight wildland, grass and

brush fires. This truck was custom built for our department by CSI
Emergency Apparatus in Grayling. We are very pleased with the build of this

truck and it will serve our township for many years.

We receive a lot of questions regarding burn permits in the spring/summer.

Our Smokey Bear sign at the fire department is kept current with the fire

danger level for the day. When we display the large yellow sign that says
"No Open Burning", that means burning of yard waste, leaves and debris is

not allowed that day &no burn permits are being issued (there is no actual

burn permit). The fact that you check the website or call the number to see if

burning is allowed in that county that day is the "permit". You are still allowed

to have a small campfire with common sense towards safety even when

there is no open burning. The only time there are NO campfires is when the

Governor declares a burning ban which is always advertised on the news,

radio and social media. When the large yellow sign is not displayed and you

want to burn yard waste, like leaves &debris, you need to go to

Miclhigan .gov/BurnPermit or by calling 866-922-2876 and see if burning is
allowed in the county you are in. There is also FAQ page for more infor-

mation. Burning of dimensional lumber &construction waste is NEVER al-

lowed.

This year, in 2026 our Fire Department millage is up for renewal. There is no
increase, only a renewal. We are asking for your continued support at the

polls. We are very fortunate to have the support we do in our township from

our residents. We thank you for your continued support of our department &
fundraising activities.

We are always looking for more volunteers for our fire department &
firefighters association. The fire department has weekly meetings every

Wednesday night at 7pm. If you are or know of anyone interested in more

information, please contact myself or Assistant Chief Pat Bird.

Have a safe and happy summer!We look forward to seeing you at our annu-

al chicken BBQ, on Labor Day Sunday! For more information, please con-

tact: Fire Chief Mark Laskowski at 231-384-5785 or Assistant Chief Pat Bird

at 517-260-0165.



Bear Lake Township

FROM THE TREASURER
We say Happy Retirement to Shirley

Havens. After 12 years as treasurer, we know you
will enjoyliving close to your family in Ohio.

Summer 26 tax bills will be mailed the
1st week of July with a due date of Sept. 15th,

2026. If you do not receive your bill, please give

our office a call so we can mail or email you a bill
interest begins on Sept. 16th.

If you require a receipt for your tax

payment, please remember to enclose a stamped

self-addressed envelope with your payment.

You will again this year be able to pay

your tax payments online by credit card, e-check,

in person or by phone. Credit card payments
require a 3% fee and e-checks a $3 fee. We
prefer not to accept cash, but if you pay in cash
please have exact amount as we do not keep

monies in the office for change.

Please welcome Dawn Bird as the new
Deputy Treasurer. Stop in and say Hello!

We do our best to answer emails and

phone calls. You are always welcome to stop by
the office, call or email and we will respond in a
timely manner. Enjoy your summer and hopefully
it will last until November or December, one can
only hope!

Beth A. Redmond

JUST A REMINDER
Before you burn, please check web-
sites for our area to make sure it is
safe to burn: Michigan.gowBurnPermit
Observe the Smokey the Bear sign in

front of our Fire Barn, it is monitored
and changed accordingly.

ONLY YOU CAN PREVENT A FIRE'"
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FROM THE SUPERVISOR DESK

Your township board has been a hub of activity this pastyear with changes in personnel, construction projects

at Bear Lake, paving projects for one of our subdivision roads, to the transferofKalkaska Memorial Hospital

from a Rural Emergency Hospital to a Non-Profit 501-c3 Hospital. In October, the Board receivednotification
from Shirley Havens that she would be retiring after serving twelve years as Treasurer of Bear Lake Township.
During her time as Treasurer, Shirley made several administrative changes that helped make the department

more efficient. Her work ethic, personality & friendship will be missed by all.

During the summer of 2025, the Board was made aware that several property owners around Eleanor Bay had

applied for & received a permit through EGLE to open a channel to connectEleanor Bayto Bear Lake. After

several meetings with EGLE, the permit holders & Township Attomeys, the project got under way in late fall.

The channelhas been opened &the placement of vegetative barriers will be completed during the months of

April &May this year.

In the fall of 2024, voters of Kalkaska County approved the transition ofKalkaska Memorial Hospital from an
ACT 47(Rural Emergency Hospital) to a non-profit 501-c3 hospital. That transition will give the hospital the

ability to enter into agreements with other facilities to provide a largernetwork of products &services for the

community, while still maintaining a Tax-Exempt Status. This transition should be completed in the late spring

or early summer of 2027. The new 501-c3 Board of Trustees will still have a member from each township &
village on its board.

In December, the Board received petitions from the residence of Black Bear Road to establish a SAD for the

purpose of resurfacing the existing roadway. The Board received the petitions & started the procedure to

establish the SAD (Special Assessment District). After several meetings with the township legal counsel & two
public hearings, the project was given the green light. The bond will be up forbid this June &the project will be

on the Road Commission's schedule by mid-summer to late fall.

Last November, the Board appointed Beth Redmond, Deputy Treasurer, to fill the vacancy created by the

retirement of Shirley Havens, as Treasurer of Bear Lake Township. Beth had been serving in the capacity of
Deputy Treasurer for the previous eight months. In January ofthis year, Beth filled the Deputy vacancy by

appointing Dawn Bird as Deputy Treasurer. Dawn recently retired from the Michigan Army National Guard.

Both individuals bring a lot of experience & talent to the positions. In January ofthis year, Janet Mass, our
Deputy Clerk, notified the Board that she &her family were moving &she would no longer be able to serve in

that capacity. In February, Township Clerk Dawn Dannenberg, appointed Stew Petko to fill that vacancy. Stew
is a retiree from the US Air Force & brings a lot ofexperience in the data processing field. The Board is looking
forward to working with these new talented individuals.

During Budget meetings this winter, your Board discussed several large &expensive projects that have been

put on the back burner during the last several years. Some of the projects are new insulation in the ceiling, new
drop ceiling in the large hall, new light fixtures, handicap bathroom facilities, structural issues south entrance

,

asphalt parking lot, & retaining wall south side ofparking lot. These projects cannot be addressed with our
current funds, so the Board will be placing a millage request of .05 mills on the August Primary Ballot. This

request will amount to a 50-cent increase per $1000 assessed value. We will be mailing out a newsletter in

June with more information.

I would like to thank our Township Board, Board of Review, Election Committee, lola Melving, our COA Meal

Coordinator, Sam Rahaim Twp Webmaster, Employees, all Volunteers and a special thank you to our
Fire & Rescue Department!
Best wishes to all for a safe and enjoyable year.

Workingfor you... George (Bud) Banker
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BEAR LAKE MP. FIREFIGHTERS' ASSOCIATION—OUR YEAR IN REVIEW
2025 was another banner year for the Firefighters' Association! We were able to sponsor the Annual Chicken BBQ. We will also be sponsoring a

Community Yard Sale this year. It will be held on Saturday, June 20th in the Community Center parking lot. Registrationforms will be available at the
Township office during business hours.

The Annual Chicken BBQ is scheduled for Labor Day Sunday, September 6th. This is our primaryfundraiser and is essential to providing funds for

needed equipment. Since 2010, theAssociation has donated over $178,000 to the Fire and Rescue Department including $14,000 in 2025.

As always, there will be a need for volunteersto help with the Chicken BBQ. If you have any interest in helping, please contact a member Of the

Association or the Fire Departmentand we will find a job that matches your talents. Teenagersare also welcome; it is never too early or too late to start
volunteering!

The Well Project brick sale resulted in a beautiful display located by the flag pole at the Community Center. Please stop byto view this growing

display. It is a compilation of many family names which have helped make this township special. Bricks continue to be sold, so do not delay adding your

family to the display. Please contact any member of the Association or Fire Department for details.

The firefighters' Association is a small but dedicated group and new people are needed to help plan and organize. Please consider joining us!
Follow us on Facebook at Bear Lake Twp. Firefighter's Association to keep up with developments. Thanks to you all!

2026 Notes from the Bear Lake Association
We're excited for another summer season to enjoy all the great things our township has to offer! The Association board is grateful for your ongoing interest

and commitment to protecting and keeping Bear Lake beautiful and clean. Come to the annual Meeting the weekend of Memorial Day. We have good news to report
about the lake.
As a friendly reminder, here are a few practices that will keep the lake a place for everyone to enjoy.
•

•

Please clean your boats and trailers before and after you launch. A new 2019 Boating Law says you can't launch or transport watercraft unless they and the

trailers are free of aquatic organisms.
If you see something, say something. Your board or PLM can't always find every patch of milfoil or purple loosestrife. Early treatment is very effective.

No high-speed boating before 11 am and after 7:30 pm. IT'S THE LAW!
Keep all high-speed boating and wake boating far away from the shoreline — it helps prevent erosion.

Do not feed the ducks or geese—they can bring swimmers' itch.
Don't bathe yourself or pets in the lake—soap chemicals are bad for the lake life.
Help protect our nesting loons by staying 200 feet away from them and their nests.

Septic tanks should NOT be gout of sight, out of mind". Keep them functioning well—have them cleaned and inspected regularly. Poor systems leak toxins into
the lake.

RAKE THE LAKE—removing organic material (e.g. leaves, twigs) helps reduce weed fertilizer and algae.

Remove all fireworks and all debris from the water.

No beach fires—the carbon remains in the water and is toxic.

If you fertilize, use one with ZERO phosphate—it's like steroids to aquatic plants and algae.
The Bear Lake Association keeps an eye on the water quality by doing regular testing and treating invasive plants. We appreciate any donations to the

Bear Lake Association of any amount to help us keep and maybe even improve the quality of the water. You can find more information on our website:
www.bearlakeassoc.com or email us at: bearlakekalkaska@gmail.com

2025-26 Bear Lake Township Improvement Association News
For 65 years, the Bear Lake Twp Improvement Association (BLTIA) has supported projects focused on the needs of the township, its residents, and the

protection of our beautiful natural resources. During 2025-26 fiscal year, the BLTIA supported the following programs and township services:

Financially supported the Bear Lake Christian Church's Share Shack. Food assistance is an ongoing need in our community due to inflation &unemployment.

Ongoing support for our Bear Lake Fire Dept staff & the volunteers with snacks & drinks during fire runs, donations to the annual Chicken BBQ & equipmt

upgrades. Last year was the 75th anniversary of Bear Lake Township. The BLTIA hosted a festive celebration with decorations, custom cake, imprinted coasters and

M&M's. Jeff Shull introduced &distributed his book, Bear Impressions, covering the history and development of Bear Lake Twp. This celebration was well received.

At the request of the Bear Lake Supervisor, the BLTIA refurbished the flagpoles with fresh paint, new halyards &capped off the flagpoles with bright gold balls.

Provided volunteers for the Adopt-a-Forestand Adopt a Highway cleanup days.

Published the "Bear-in-Mind newsletter, May to September, to members with email addresses. It is a brief & informative email with timely township news& a

calendar of events.

Mark your calendar for our Annual Meeting on Saturday, August 8, 2026. The social begins at 9:30 am followed by the business meeting at

10:00 am. Details will be announced in the Bear-in-Mind newsletter.


